2013 International History Bowl - Round Two
 FIRST QUARTER
1. One story from this Bible book tells of the Tower of Babel, which is not completed due to lingual differences. Other stories from it include the murder of Abel by Cain, Noah’s ark and the fall of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden. For 10 points, name this first book of the Bible.

Ans:
Book of Genesis

2. Henri Becquerel discovered it in 1896 when he placed uranium salts nearby a photographic plate that turned foggy. Ernest Rutherford indicated the role of half-lives in it; Marie Curie coined the term and studied it so much, it killed her. For 10 points, name this chemical phenomenon.

Ans:
radioactivity (accept anything similar)

3. This document begins by stating that all of history is made up of class struggles. It distinguishes between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, and it ends, “Workers of the world, unite!” Published in 1848, for 10 points, name this revolutionary document written by Friedrich Engels and Karl Marx.

Ans:
Manifesto of the Communist Party (accept Communist Manifesto)

4. The first Olympian to win this event was Spyridon Louis, who finished by running into the stadium in Athens in 1896. It was inspired by the messenger Pheidippides, who ran from Athens to Sparta to announce Greece’s victory in a 490 B.C. battle that occurred at this site. For 10 points, name this 42 kilometer long race.

Ans:
marathon

5. Beneath this monument is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier from World War I. The names of all wartime victories of and generals from France are inscribed on its inside. Located in the Place Charles de Gaulle, for 10 points, name this famous Parisian nationalist monument on the Champs Elysee.

Ans:
Arc de Triomphe de l’Étoile

6. This piece of music is considered its composer’s best execution of his favorite key, C minor. Its main theme is said to represent fate knocking at the door and is revealed in the opening notes, which form a short-short-short-long pattern. For 10 points, name this Viennese symphonic composition.

Ans:
Ludwig van Beethoven’s fifth symphony

7. It ends at Lop Lake, and its construction began in the Qin Dynasty and ended in the Ming Dynasty. It is reportedly the only manmade object that can be seen from space. For 10 points, name this fortification, built by the eponymous country to guard against Mongol invasions.

Ans:
Great Wall of China (accept “Wanli Changcheng”)

8. This mythology calls the apocalypse Ragnarok. It contains nine worlds connected by the World Tree, Yggdrasil. Figures from it include the trickster god Loki, the thunder god Thor and the ruler Odin. For 10 points, name this mythology, which gives us the names of days of the week.

Ans:
Norse mythology (prompt on “Germanic mythology”)

9. Eli Whitney received an American patent for this device in 1793. It is blamed for hastening the Civil War because it increased the amount of the namesake good produced by slaves. For 10 points, name this machine that removes seeds from the most popular antebellum crop.

Ans:
cotton engine

10. Fermat’s last theorem implies the uniqueness of this equation. In his Elements, Euclid used a windmill shape to prove it. It is used to solve the lengths of the sides of a right triangle; for 10 points, name this theorem, written as A squared plus B squared equals C squared.

Ans:
Pythagorean theorem
SECOND QUARTER

1. This man became a freemason prior to winning the Orteig Prize, and his son was the victim of the “Crime of the Century.” He won the Orteig Prize for flying from New York to Paris in his plane Spirit of St. Louis. For ten points, what American aviator saw his infant son kidnapped and murdered in 1932?

Ans:
Charles Lindbergh

BONUS:
Which German aviator was the top air ace of the first World War?
Ans:
Manfred von Richthofen or the Red Baron
2. This man’s presidency saw Colorado admitted to the Union, as well as the Black Friday caused by Jay Gould and James Fisk. Other scandals during his presidency included the Whiskey Ring and the Crédit Mobilier scandal. For ten points, what U.S. president was earlier the Commanding General of the Union Army during the Civil War?

Ans:
Ulysses S. Grant
BONUS:
What other Civil War general “made Georgia howl” when he marched his troops through it towards the Atlantic Ocean in 1864?

Ans:
William Tecumseh Sherman
3. This man’s travel to the 1867 Paris Exhibition provided the inspiration for his The Innocents Abroad, and he popularized the term “Gilded Age” in a book of the same name. For ten points, what American author is perhaps better-known for his fiction works including stories about Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer?

Ans:
Mark Twain or Samuel Clemens

BONUS:
Twain wrote a book about a “Connecticut Yankee” in the court of what legendary British king?
Ans:
King Arthur
4. Natives know it as Sagarmatha and Chomolungma, and it was once known as Peak XV. Andrew Irvine and George Mallory disappeared while climbing it in 1924; in 1953, Tenzing Norgay and Edmund Hillary became the first people to reach its top. For 10 points, name the world’s tallest peak.

Ans:
Mount Everest
BONUS:  Which small Himalayan nation has introduced a measure called Gross National Happiness to track how happy its people are?
Ans:
Bhutan

5. This ruler forced one of his followers, Seneca, to commit suicide for his role in the Pisonian Conspiracy, and a rebellion led by Vindex was one factor that led him to become the first Roman Emperor to commit suicide.  For ten points, what Roman emperor supposedly “fiddled while Rome burned” in 64 AD.

ANS:
Nero

BONUS: In contrast to Nero, what “good” Roman Emperor was also a Stoic philosopher who wrote The Meditations?

ANS:
Marcus Aurelius
6. This actress played the role of Sophie Neveu in the movie adaptation of The Da Vinci Code. She also starred in the title role in the biographical film Coco before Chanel. Perhaps her most famous role saw her have an unusual relationship with a statue of a garden gnome. For ten points, name this French actress who starred in the film Amelie.
ANS: 
Audrey Tautou
BONUS: This American Actor played Professor Robert Langdon in The Da Vinci Code. He also starred in the title role of Forrest Gump.

Ans:
Tom Hanks
7.
This man implemented the Hundred Flowers Campaign and later reversed it. State programs of his included the Great Leap Forward and Cultural Revolution. He led the Long March to flee from Chiang Kai-shek’s forces. For ten points, who was this first chairman of the Chinese Communist Party?

ANS: 
Mao Zedong

BONUS: What island did Chiang Kai-Shek’s forces retreat to after they had been beaten by Mao’s troops in mainland China?
ANS:
Taiwan
8.
Guglielmo Marconi’s radio used many of this man’s inventions, including an electrical transmitter. His invention of alternating current was repeatedly slandered by Thomas Edison, who marketed the inferior direct current instead. For ten points, who was this Serbian-American inventor who has a coil named after him?

ANS: 
Nikola Tesla
BONUS:
What large company did Edison found that manufactures everything from engines to refrigerators to power plants?

ANS:
General Electric or G.E.
Third Quarter
Categories are Non-Olympic Sports, Going Dutch, and European Kings
Non-Olympic Sports
Answer the following about the history of sports which did not feature in the 2010 or 2012 Olympic Games

1. This sport is coming back for the 2016 Rio games; Tiger Woods has said he wants to compete.

Answer: 
Golf

2. This sport for women, which is similar to baseball, was in the Olympics from 1996-2008
Answer: 
Softball
3. This sport’s most popular league is now in India, where it was introduced by British colonists

Answer:
Cricket
4. German Michael Schumacher is one of the most successful competitors in this sport’s history

Answer: 
Formula One or Auto Racing

5. This competition with two teams on different ends of a rope was actually once an Olympic sport

Answer:
Tug of War
6. This sport is played on elephants in India, and names a fashion brand created by Ralph Lauren

Answer:
Polo
7. This sport features the Six Nations competition; France is one of the six.

Answer:
Rugby
8. This sport developed a Canadian variant that only uses 3 downs, instead of 4.
Answer:
American Football
Going Dutch
Answer the following questions about the History of the Netherlands
1. This capital of the Netherlands was once home to the philosopher Spinoza

Ans. Amsterdam
2. This girl hid in an attic in the Netherlands during World War II and wrote a famous diary

Ans. Anne Frank
3. The colony of New Netherland was located in what is now which country?

Ans. USA

4. The Netherlands was neutral in which early 20th century war fought in Europe?

Ans. World War I
5. The Netherlands colonized the southern tip of what continent in the 17th century?

Ans. Africa
6. This Dutch city was selected to be the home of the International Court of Justice?

Ans. The Hague
7. This Dutch city is one of the largest ports in Europe and suffered a major bombing raid in World War II

Ans. Rotterdam
8. This Dutch city names the Treaty that created the European Union

Ans. Maastricht
European Kings
Name the following European kings. You might need to include a number or an epithet.
1. This king sponsored Columbus, together with his wife, Isabella.

Ans. Ferdinand
2. This king won the Battle of Hastings in 1066 in England
Ans. William the Conqueror (or William I or William the Bastard or William of Normandy
3. This king said Paris is worth a mass, and granted the Edict of Nantes 
Ans. Henri IV or Henry IV or Henri/y of Navarre

4. This king was the British king when the American colonies declared independence

Ans. George III
5. This French king had Cardinal Richelieu as one of his closest advisors

Ans. Louis XIII
6. This British king was king during World War II and father of Elizabeth II

Ans. George VI
7. This French king was the only French king to be beheaded

Ans. Louis XVI
8. This English king was the only English king to be beheaded 

Ans. Charles I

FOURTH QUARTER
1. Construction of this structure was begun in 1173 but not finished until the 1300s because of the various wars in which its namesake city-state was embroiled. The third-oldest structure in its city’s Cathedral Square, it was (+) closed from 1990 to 2001 and saw the removal of its largest bells in the early 1900s. Its two spiral staircases have 294 (*) and 296 steps. For 10 points, name this Italian structure, which experts expect to be stable for two more centuries despite its settling in soft subsoil causing a four-degree tilt.

Ans: Leaning Tower of Pisa

2. In 1849, this author was arrested for being a member of the Petrashevsky Circle and experienced a mock execution at Semyonovsky Square, which he recounted through the character Prince Myshkin (+) in his novel The Idiot. In his other novels, Ivan writes an anti-God poem called The Spanish Inquisitor and has a comic talk with the Devil, and a pawnbroker and her sister are murdered with an axe by (*) Raskolnikov. For 10 points, name this superlative Russian author of The Brothers Karamazov and Crime and Punishment.

Ans: Fyodor (Mikhailovich) Dostoyevsky
 

3. This body of water starts at Port Said and includes Lake Manzala, Lake Timsah and the two Bitter Lakes. Ferdinand de Lesseps began its construction in (+) 1854, and France and Britain owned it jointly from 1875 to 1956, when President Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalized it. Though it purports to be open to all friendly and enemy nations (*) in peace and wartime, it was closed off to Israel until the 1979 Camp David agreement. For 10 points, name this canal in Egypt that links the Mediterranean and Red Seas.

Ans: Suez Canal (Qanat al-Suways)

 

4. In the 1100s, Parakramabahu the Great built this country’s extensive irrigation system, which included almost 1500 reservoirs. (+) In 1517, its natives gave the Portuguese permission to build a fort at Colombo, and Great Britain called this nation (*) Ceylon. In 2009, a protracted civil war between its government and the Tamil Tigers ended. For 10 points, name this island nation southeast of India.

Ans: Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka (accept “Ceylon” before its mention)
 

5. This ballet is divided into two sections, “The Adoration of the Earth” and “The Sacrifice,” the last of which depicts the ritual murder of a girl in pagan (+) Russia. Vaslav Nijinsky was the choreographer for this ballet’s premiere at the Théâtre des Champs Élysées, Paris on May 29, 1913, at which the dissonances in the music (*) caused a riot. For 10 points, name this classic modernist ballet by Igor Stravinsky.

Ans: Le Sacre du Printemps (The Rite of Spring)
 
6. In this battle, Gebhard Leberecht von Blücher commanded the Prussian forces. A turning point occurred when a marshal captured a farmhouse called (+) La Haye Sainte, which he was not able to hold because this battle’s losing commander was too busy repelling the Prussians. That gave the winning commander, the Duke of (*) Wellington, enough time to recapture the farmhouse and push the French forces into retreat. For 10 points, name this June 1815 battle in Belgium, Napoleon Bonaparte’s final military defeat.

Ans: Battle of Waterloo
 

7. 
This incident took place on the fifteenth anniversary of the Beer Hall Putsch. The murder in Paris of Ernst vom Rath by the Polish Jew Herschel Grynszpan instigated this event, in which (+) firefighters were told to intervene only if Aryan buildings were burning. The German and Austrian (*) Jews were fined one billion Reichsmarks in spite of suffering massive property damage in, for 10 points, what November 1938 series of pogroms, named for the broken glass that littered the streets afterwards?

Ans: Kristallnacht (accept “Night of the Broken Glass” before its mention)

 

8.
This play begins at the wedding of the duke of Athens and the queen of the Amazons, Theseus and Hippolyta. Pyramus and (+) Thisbe appears in this play, which ends with Demetrius tricked into falling in love with Helena, while Lysander and Hermia sustain their love. (*) Oberon and Titania appear in, for 10 points, what Shakespearean comedy that ends with Puck telling the audience to think of it as a fantasy?

Ans: A Midsummer Night’s Dream
TIEBREAKER

He is a subject of a Douglas Hofstadter book, along with Kurt Godel and M.C. Escher. His works include the six Brandenburg concerti, the Mass in B Minor, and a collection of keyboard pieces spanning all keys, The Well-Tempered Clavier. For 10 points, name this German composer.

Ans:
Johann Sebastian Bach

