
HISTORY BOWL ONLINE TOURNAMENT 

ABOUT 
The History Bowl Online Tournament is a history quiz competition teams of up to four 
players. There is no minimum number of students on a team; you can have a team of three, 
two, or even one student.  

ELIGIBILITY 
In order to compete, you must be 19 years or younger at the time of the tournament. You must 
also be enrolled in primary or secondary education (or have graduated within the past five 
months, and not yet have started university studies). Students who form a team must all be 
currently enrolled at the same school on the date of the tournament. 

DIVISIONS 
Varsity - August 2003 and earlier 
Junior Varsity - September 2003 to August 2005 
Middle School - September 2005 and after 
Students from different age divisions can compete on the same team. The team’s division is 
determined by the oldest player on the team.  

REGISTRATION FEES 
Team of 1 Player: 60 USD per player 
Team of 2 Players: 50 USD per player 
Team of 3 Players: 40 USD per player 
Team of 4 Players: 30 USD per player 

SCHEDULE 

UTC/GMT +8:00 June 27

8:40 Zoom Check-in Begins

9:00 History Bowl Round 1

13:40 Zoom Check-in Begins

14:00 History Bowl Round 2



TOURNAMENT FORMAT 
All players will be competing together. The tournament consists of two rounds. Each round 
consists of 100 questions and is divided into two halves. Each half has 50 questions with a 5 
minute break in between. After the two rounds, the teams from each age division will be 
ranked by their total cumulative points from the two rounds. The top 50% of teams from each 
division will qualify for our next Asian Championships. The top 2 (or 3 depending on the 
number of teams) in each age division will receive plaques in the mail.  

GAME FORMAT 
Each round consists of two halves. The first half has 50 question. For each question in the 
first half, the player on the team with the highest score will be counted towards the team’s 
total points. The second half will also have 50 questions. For each question in the second 
half, the average of all the players’ points will be counted towards the team’s total. After two 
rounds, the teams will be ranked by their cumulative points from the two rounds.  

Questions will be read via Zoom by an IAC moderator. The questions will be also be 
displayed on Zoom. Once the moderator has read through the whole question, the complete 
question will be shown on Zoom.  

Participants will type in their responses on Mentimeter. Answers can be submitted as soon as 
the moderator begins reading a question. Points will be awarded based on how accurate and 
fast the students submit their response. Students will have 50 seconds, including the reading 
of the question, to submit their response for each question. Each correct response is worth 
500 points. Bonus points are awarded based on how quickly students submit their response. 
For each second faster than the 50 seconds, students will be awarded 10 extra points. For 
instance, if a student submits the correct response in 30 seconds, the student will be awarded 
700 points for the question. 

After the competition, every students’ answer will be checked manually by an IAC staff to 
ensure that all responses are correct and accurate. Answers with minor spelling mistakes will 
be accepted. Since it’s impossible for the system to take into account all the possible spelling 
and grammar errors, this will be done manually. However, students with spelling mistakes 
will be given 500 points for their accepted answer regardless of how quickly they submitted 
their response. Also, uncommon answer lines that are accepted will also only be given 500 
points. Capitalization will not affect your answer. Scores will be recalculated, and the final 
rankings will be posted. 



QUESTION STYLES 
All questions are “pyramidal tossup” questions, where we start with more obscure 
information and move to more familiar information. Questions cover the history of the arts, 
sciences, religion, philosophy, languages, historical geography, recent history, and the history 
of sports and entertainment in addition to the usual social, political, and military 
history. Questions can reference events in the past from all over the world, and from all eras 
in the past – from ancient Egypt until the present day, so be sure to review some basic 
information of eras and locations whose histories you might not have covered in your history 
classes. 

ANSWER STYLES 
Each answer can have up to six acceptable answer lines. The most commonly used answer 
lines are accepted. The less commonly used answer lines and answers with minor spelling 
errors are also accepted but will not be rewarded any bonus points based on how quickly the 
question was answered.  

SAMPLE QUESTIONS & ANSWER LINES 
This man employed Patrick Gordon to capture Azov, which he later gave back to Ahmed III. 
He gave civil service a structured hierarchy via the Table of Ranks as part of an effort to 
reform the bureaucracy, and he disbanded the streltsy. The boyars lost both political power 
and their beards under the reign of what “Great” modernizing tsar of Russia? 
Accepted Answer Lines: 
‣Peter the Great 
‣Peter I 
‣Pyotr Alekseevich 
‣Peter Alekseyevich Romanov 

Sample Accepted Uncommon Answer Lines and Spelling Errors: 
‣Peter 1 
‣Peter the First 
‣Peter One 
‣Peter the Gerat 



Sample Question: 
This President called for the spread of certain technology under the “Atoms for Peace” 
initiative. Adlai Stevenson was defeated by this man in two consecutive elections, after both 
the Democrats and Republicans wished to nominate him. The Interstate Highway System was 
proposed by what U.S. President and war hero of World War II? 
Accepted Answer Lines: 
‣Dwight D. Eisenhower 
‣Dwight David Eisenhower 
‣Eisenhower 
‣President Eisenhower 
‣President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
‣Dwight Eisenhower 

Sample Accepted Uncommon Answer Lines and Spelling Errors: 
‣Eisenhover 
‣ Isenhower 
‣General Eisenhower  

Sample Question: 
One poem about this war describes “an ecstasy of fumbling/Fitting the clumsy helmets just in 
time” and takes its title from the “old Lie” of Horace. The Lost Generation was a group of 
American authors who settled in Paris after this war. Name this war that serves as the subject 
of much of Wilfred Owen’s poetry and the setting for Erich Maria Remarque’s novel All 
Quiet on the Western Front 
Accepted Answer Lines: 
‣World War I 
‣WWI 
‣WW1 
‣The Great War 
‣First World War 

Sample Accepted Uncommon Answer Lines and Spelling Errors: 
‣World War 1 
‣World War One 

Please review past questions to see other commonly accepted answer lines.  
https://www.ihbbasia.com/about-2/resources/ 

https://www.ihbbasia.com/about-2/resources/



